The Tanka Gospel of Thomas and 
Gospel of Philip 


The Gospel of Thomas is an early Christian gospel that contains 114 saying 
attributed to Jesus Christ. Scholars date the text either in the 2" century AD or 
the 1% century AD. The complete gospel was found in the Nag Hammadi Library 
in 1945 AD. The gospel is not a narrative gospel (with no account of Jesus’s life), 
rather it is a sayings gospel that illustrates the enlightening teachings of Jesus 
that give eternal life and wisdom to those who decipher them. 


Speaking personally, the Gospel of Thomas is my favourite gospel, as well as my 
favourite piece of literature in general. It has profoundly shaped my spiritual 
journey towards gnosis, and it was the spark that got me started in Gnostic 
Christian journey. 


The Gospel of Philip is an early Christian gospel that contains various sayings, 
parables, and exegesis. Scholars date the text either in the 2nd century AD or 
the 3rd century AD. It is a Gnostic gospel found in the Nag Hammadi Library in 
1945 AD, with Valentinian themes and various topics such as the bridal chamber, 
Spiritual marriage, baptism, chrism, communion, as well as the nature of 
humanity. This gospel brings clarity and insight in many aspects of the Christian 
faith such as the meaning of the temple veil being torn, the nature of the 
resurrection, and most famously the connection between Jesus and Mary 
Magdalene which | will leave to your personal interpretation. 


Tanka poetry is a Japanese form of poetry that consists of a syllable count of 5-7- 
5-7-7, making a total of 31 syllables. It originated in the 7" century among 
Japanese nobles and has remained a very popular poetry form across the world. 
Tanka poems are great for imagery and reflection, making them a suitable fit for 
illustrating the teachings of the Gospel of Thomas and Philip. Tanka poems are 
also short, making the teachings being explored concise, clearer to understand, 
and easier to remember. 


| hope my tanka poetry do justice to the wise and timeless teachings in the 
Gospel of Thomas and Philip, and | hope that you will enjoy these poems. 


Tanka Gospel of Thomas 


Prologue 


These are the hidden sayings that the living Jesus spoke and Didymos Judas 
Thomas wrote down. 


These are the great words 
That are not lawful to speak 
That the living tree 

Jesus gave in abundance 


And Thomas, his twin, wrote down 


Saying 1: True Meaning 


And he said, "Whoever discovers the meaning of these sayings won't taste 
death." 


And therefore, he spoke 
“Whoever has ears to hear 
And have eyes to see 

To see the truth of my words 


Will not taste the freezing mist” 


Saying 2: Seek and Find 


Jesus said, "Whoever seeks shouldn't stop until they find. When they find, they'll 
be disturbed. When they're disturbed, they'll be [...] amazed, and reign over the 
All." 


Jesus, the way, said 


“Whoever the seeker be 
Should sail every sea 
Till they find and be in storms 


Then be in awe and reign all” 


Saying 3: Seeking Within 


Jesus said, "If your leaders tell you, 'Look, the kingdom is in heaven,' then the 
birds of heaven will precede you. If they tell you, ‘It's in the sea,’ then the fish 
will precede you. Rather, the kingdom is within you and outside of you. 


"When you know yourselves, then you'll be known, and you'll realize that you're 
the children of the living Father. But if you don't know yourselves, then you live 
in poverty, and you are the poverty." 


“If the most wise say 
Heaven is in sky or sea 
The birds and the fish 

Will be their sole residents 


Heaven is like air you breathe 


Saying 4: First and Last 


Jesus said, "The older person won't hesitate to ask a little seven-day-old child 
about the place of life, and they'll live, because many who are first will be last, 
and they'll become one." 


Jesus, the life, said 

“A man near life’s last sunset 
Will see a lone child 

And ask him where the sun goes 


And they will be one and live 


Saying 5: Hidden and Revealed 


Jesus Said, "Know what's in front of your face, and what's hidden from you will be 
revealed to you, because there's nothing hidden that won't be revealed." 


Jesus, the door, said 


“Remove the veil from your face 


See and understand 
Reality as it is 


The hidden door is opened 


Saying 6: Public Ritual 


His disciples said to him, "Do you want us to fast? And how should we pray? 
Should we make donations? And what food should we avoid?" 


Jesus said, "Don't lie, and don't do what you hate, because everything is revealed 
in the sight of heaven; for there's nothing hidden that won't be revealed, and 
nothing covered up that will stay secret." 


Christ’s students asked him 

“What things should we taste and when 
Should we give our all 

How should we wrestle with God?” 


“Stop lies and hate: All is known” 


Saying 7: The Lion and the Human 


Jesus Said, "Blessed is the lion that's eaten by a human and then becomes 
human, but how awful for the human who's eaten by a lion, and the lion 
becomes human." 


“The prideful lion 

Whom the sole man devours 
Is now that blessed man 
The lion who eats the man 


Will now be that prideful man” 


Saying 8: The Parable of the Fish 


He said, "The human being is like a wise fisher who cast a net into the sea and 
drew it up from the sea full of little fish. Among them the wise fisher found a fine 
large fish and cast all the little fish back down into the sea, easily choosing the 
large fish. Anyone who has ears to hear should hear!" 


Jesus, the fish, said 


“Mankind is a fisherman 


Who had little fish 
He chose the large, silver fish 


And sent the rest to the sea” 


Saying 9: The Parable of the Sower 


Jesus said, "Look, a sower went out, took a handful of seeds, and scattered them. 
Some fell on the roadside; the birds came and gathered them. Others fell on the 
rock; they didn't take root in the soil and ears of grain didn't rise toward heaven. 
Yet others fell on thorns; they choked the seeds and worms ate them. Finally, 
others fell on good soil; it produced fruit up toward heaven, some sixty times as 
much and some a hundred and twenty." 


“A man scattered seeds 

Some remained attached to earth 
Birds of black ate some 

Snakes made of green thorns ate some 


But some grew towards heaven” 


Saying 10: Jesus and Fire (1) 


Jesus said, "I've cast fire on the world, and look, I'm watching over it until it 
blazes." 


“White flames | have cast 
Unto the dead and cold world 
Watch and see my light 

For | am the burning sun 


And | guard my growing flames” 


Saying 11: Those Who Are Living Won't Die (1) 


Jesus said, "This heaven will disappear, and the one above it will disappear too. 
Those who are dead aren't alive, and those who are living won't die. In the days 
when you ate what was dead, you made it alive. When you're in the light, what 
will you do? On the day when you were one, you became divided. But when you 
become divided, what will you do?" 


“Heaven will vanish 


Those here have eternal breath 
Those dead aren’t breathing 
When you were one, you were two 


When you split, what will you do?” 


Saying 12: James the Just 


The disciples said to Jesus, "We know you're going to leave us. Who will lead us 
then?" 


Jesus said to them, "Wherever you are, you'll go to James the Just, for whom 
heaven and earth came into being." 


The disciples asked 

“Who will be our comforter 

For you'll return home” 

Jesus proclaimed “James the Just 


For this home is made for him” 


Saying 13: Thomas’ Confession 


Jesus said to his disciples, "If you were to compare me to someone, who would 
you say I'm like?" 


Simon Peter said to him, "You're like a just angel." 
Matthew said to him, "You're like a wise philosopher." 
Thomas said to him, "Teacher, I'm completely unable to say whom you're like." 


Jesus said, "I'm not your teacher. Because you've drunk, you've become 
intoxicated by the bubbling spring I've measured out." 


He took him aside and told him three things. When Thomas returned to his 
companions, they asked, "What did Jesus say to you?" 


Thomas said to them, "If | tell you one of the things he said to me, you'll pick up 
stones and cast them at me, and fire will come out of the stones and burn you 
up. 


“Praise, praise” Jesus heard 
From men drunk from his good wine 


“My words can’t paint you” 


Christ talked to the honest one 


Three secret words were uttered 


Saying 14: Public Ministry 


Jesus Said to them, "If you fast, you'll bring guilt upon yourselves; and if you 
pray, you'll be condemned; and if you make donations, you'll harm your spirits. 


"If they welcome you when you enter any land and go around in the countryside, 
heal those who are sick among them and eat whatever they give you, because 
it's not what goes into your mouth that will defile you. What comes out of your 
mouth is what will defile you." 


Christ said “If you fast 

And if you pray with your tongue 
Or give gifts as tax 

You will condemn your spirits 


So go and do the good work” 


Saying 15: Worship 


Jesus said, "When you see the one who wasn't born of a woman, fall down on 
your face and worship that person. That's your Father." 


Christ himself announced 
“If one man appears to you 
Not born from woman 

Be like a child and worship 


For he is your one Father” 


Saying 16: Not Peace, but War 


Jesus said, "Maybe people think that I've come to cast peace on the world, and 
they don't know that I've come to cast divisions on the earth: fire, sword, and 
war. Where there are five in a house, there'll be three against two and two 
against three, father against and son and son against father. They'll stand up 
and be one." 


“Some say | am peace 
But I’ll cut open the world 


Fire, sword and war 


Father and son will battle 
They will rise and become one” 
Saying 17: Divine Gift 


Jesus said, "I'll give you what no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard, no 
hand has ever touched, and no human mind has ever thought." 


Christ gently whispered 

“What no prudent eye has seen 

No wise ear has heard 

And what no shrewd hand has touched 


No mind has thought, | will give” 


Saying 18: Beginning and End 
The disciples said to Jesus, "Tell us about our end. How will it come?" 


Jesus said, "Have you discovered the beginning so that you can look for the end? 
Because the end will be where the beginning is. Blessed is the one who will stand 
up in the beginning. They'll know the end, and won't taste death." 


“How will the bridge end 

The bridge that holds everything” 
“The end is the start 

You will know the end of all 


And will not taste death at all” 


Saying 19: Five Trees in Paradise 


Jesus said, "Blessed is the one who came into being before coming into being. If 
you become my disciples and listen to my message, these stones will become 
your servants; because there are five trees in paradise which don't change in 
summer or winter, and their leaves don't fall. Whoever knows them won't taste 
death." 


“Consume my message 
Good is you who existed 
Before existing 

For the garden has five trees 


Those who taste their fruit won’t die” 


Saying 20: The Parable of the Mustard Seed 


The disciples asked Jesus, "Tell us, what can the kingdom of heaven be 
compared to?" 


He said to them, "It can be compared to a mustard seed. Though it's the smallest 
of all the seeds, when it falls on tilled soil it makes a plant so large that it 
shelters the birds of heaven." 


Jesus said wisely 

“The endless expanse of blue 
Is a mustard seed 

It became a fruitful tree 


Where the birds of the sky rest” 


Saying 21: The Parables of the Field, the Bandits, and the Reaper 
Mary said to Jesus, "Whom are your disciples like?" 


He said, "They're like little children living in a field which isn't theirs. When the 
owners of the field come, they'll say, 'Give our field back to us.' They'll strip 
naked in front of them to let them have it and give them their field. 


"So | say that if the owner of the house realizes the bandit is coming, they'll 
watch out beforehand and won't let the bandit break into the house of their 
domain and steal their possessions. You, then, watch out for the world! Prepare 
to defend yourself so that the bandits don't attack you, because what you're 
expecting will come. May there be a wise person among you! 


"When the fruit ripened, the reaper came quickly, sickle in hand, and harvested 
it. Anyone who has ears to hear should hear!" 


“You are like children 

In a field that is not yours 
You will all be stripped 

So watch out for the bandit 


Which is this unmoving world” 


Saying 22: Making the Two into One 


Jesus saw some little children nursing. He said to his disciples, "These nursing 
children can be compared to those who enter the kingdom." 


They said to him, "Then we'll enter the kingdom as little children?" 


Jesus said to them, "When you make the two into one, and make the inner like 
the outer and the outer like the inner, and the upper like the lower, and so make 
the male and the female a single one so that the male won't be male nor the 
female female; when you make eyes in the place of an eye, a hand in the place 
of a hand, a foot in the place of a foot, and an image in the place of an image; 
then you'll enter [the kingdom]." 


When the two is one 

The inner and outer one 

A face for a face 

Then will you go to heaven 


Be like children being nursed” 


Saying 23: Those Who are Chosen (1) 


Jesus said, "I'll choose you, one out of a thousand and two out of ten thousand, 
and they'll stand as a single one." 


Jesus said to them 

“| will elect you who hear 

One from a thousand 

Two seeds from ten thousand seeds 


You will grow and stand as one” 


Saying 24: Light 


His disciples said, "Show us the place where you are, because we need to look 
for it." 


He said to them, "Anyone who has ears to hear should hear! Light exists within a 
person of light, and they light up the whole world. If they don't shine, there's 
darkness." 


“Where is you’re warm home?” 
“Light is in children of flames 

Divine light in flames 

They are sunlight for the Earth 

If they don’t burn, there’s cold night 


Saying 25: Love and Protect 


Jesus Said, "Love your brother as your own soul. Protect them like the pupil of 
your eye." 


Christ the friend declared 

“Love your brother as your light 
For they are trapped light 

Protect them with all your strength 


Like the light of your own eye” 


Saying 26: Speck and Beam 


Jesus said, "You see the speck that's in your brother's eye, but you don't see the 
beam in your own eye. When you get the beam out of your own eye, then you'll 
be able to see clearly to get the speck out of your brother's eye." 


Christ the brother said 

“You pick apart your brother 
For their eye’s small speck 
While you have a beam in yours 


Take it out, then you will see” 


Saying 27: Fasting and Sabbath 


"If you don't fast from the world, you won't find the kingdom. If you don't make 
the Sabbath into a Sabbath, you won't see the Father." 


Jesus said wisely 

“If you don’t fast from the world 
You will remain here 

If you don’t do the sabbath 


You will not see the father” 


Saying 28: The World is Drunk 


Jesus Said, "I stood in the middle of the world and appeared to them in the flesh. 
| found them all drunk; | didn't find any of them thirsty. My soul ached for the 
children of humanity, because they were blind in their hearts and couldn't see. 
They came into the world empty and plan on leaving the world empty. 
Meanwhile, they're drunk. When they shake off their wine, then they'll change." 


“| found all men drunk 

When | went down and wore flesh 
They were born empty 

They'll return to earth empty 


When their wine is gone, they’ll change 


Saying 29: Spirit and Body 


Jesus said, "If the flesh came into existence because of spirit, that's amazing. If 
Spirit came into existence because of the body, that's really amazing! But I'm 
amazed at how [such] great wealth has been placed in this poverty." 


“It is a wonder 

If flesh gave birth to spirit 

It is a marvel 

If spirit brought forth this flesh 
Why is wealth in this shortage” 


Saying 30: Divine Presence 


Jesus said, "Where there are three deities, they're divine. Where there are two or 
one, I'm with them." 


“Where there are three lights 
They are the white light of God 
I’m with them always 

If there are one or two lights 


For |am always welcomed” 


Saying 31: Prophet and Doctor 


Jesus said, "No prophet is welcome in their own village. No doctor heals those 
who know them." 


Christ the healer said 
“A messenger of the light 


Can’t enter their town 


A healer with styrax wood 


Cannot heal those who know him” 


Saying 32: The Parable of the Fortified City 


Jesus said, "A city built and fortified on a high mountain can't fall, nor can it be 
hidden." 


Jesus the king said 

“A city on the mountain 
Called Charaxio 

Cannot fall back to the world 


Nor can it hide from the light” 


Saying 33: The Parable of the Lamp 


Jesus Said, "What you hear with one ear, listen to with both, then proclaim from 
your rooftops. No one lights a lamp and puts it under a basket or in a hidden 
place. Rather, they put it on the stand so that everyone who comes and goes can 
see its light." 


“If your one ear hears 
Proclaim to heaven's rooftops 
Not hide in the night 

Put it on a stand outside 


So all can see the day’s light” 


Saying 34: The Parable of Those Who Can't See 


Jesus said, "If someone who's blind leads someone else who's blind, both of them 
fall into a pit." 


“Ifa small blind child 
Follows an esteemed man blind 
Blind from a black veil 


They will fall into the pit 


That wisdom tumbled into” 


Saying 35: The Parable of Binding the Strong 


Jesus said, "No one can break into the house of the strong and take it by force 
without tying the hands of the strong. Then they can loot the house." 


Jesus the poor said 

“No beggar can break inside 
A tyrant’s castle 

Without tying his large hands 


Then they can loot the treasure” 


Saying 36: Anxiety 


Jesus said, "Don't be anxious from morning to evening or from evening to 
morning about what you'll wear." 


“Do not be anxious 
From the rising of the sun 
To the sun’s setting 
Or stars being seen or not 


About what your flesh will wear” 


Saying 37: Seeing Jesus 
His disciples said, "When will you appear to us? When will we see you?" 


Jesus said, "When you strip naked without being ashamed, and throw your 
clothes on the ground and stomp on them as little children would, then [you'll] 
see the Son of the Living One and won't be afraid." 


His disciples asked 
“When will we see you?” 


“When you are naked 


And trample your clothes on earth 


Then you will see the pure son” 


Saying 38: Finding Jesus 


Jesus Said, "Often you've wanted to hear this message that I'm telling you, and 
you don't have anyone else from whom to hear it. There will be days when you'll 
look for me, but you won't be able to find me." 


“You wanted these words 

These words you see my saying 
None can repeat them 

Soon you will crave all my words 


But | will be gone from sight” 


Saying 39: The Keys of Knowledge 


Jesus said, "The Pharisees and the scholars have taken the keys of knowledge 
and hidden them. They haven't entered, and haven't let others enter who 
wanted to. So be wise as serpents and innocent as doves." 


“Pharisees and scribes 

Have trapped the keys of knowledge 
They restrained us all 

Be crafty like the serpent 


And be pure like the white dove” 


Saying 40: A Grapevine 


Jesus said, "A grapevine has been planted outside of the Father. Since it's 
malnourished, it'll be pulled up by its root and destroyed." 


“There is a grapevine 
Planted without the Father 
And without his light 


The void is its nourishment 


It will be torn and dissolved” 


Saying 41: More and Less 


Jesus said, "Whoever has something in hand will be given more, but whoever 
doesn't have anything will lose even what little they do have." 


Christ the giver said 

“If you have something in your hand 
| will give you more 

But if you have only void 


What you have will be dissolved” 


Saying 42: Passing By 


Jesus said, "Become passers-by." 


The wanderer said 

“Do not dwell on this small bridge 
And stare at the void 

Just pass through like the river 


Just become a passer-by” 


Saying 43: The Tree and the Fruit 
His disciples said to him, "Who are you to say these things to us?" 


"You don't realize who | am from what | say to you, but you've become like those 
Judeans who either love the tree but hate its fruit, or love the fruit but hate the 
tree." 


His disciples asked 

“Who are you to say these words?” 
You're like the faithful 

They can’t love the tree and fruit 


At once due to their father” 


Saying 44: Blasphemy 


Jesus said, "Whoever blasphemes the Father will be forgiven, and whoever 
blasphemes the Son will be forgiven, but whoever blasphemes the Holy Spirit will 
not be forgiven, neither on earth nor in heaven." 


“Who blasphemes the sun 

Or blasphemes the shining light 
Will be forgiven 

But who blasphemes the fire 


Will not be healed from their burns” 


Saying 45: Good and Evil 


Jesus said, "Grapes aren't harvested from thorns, nor are figs gathered from 
thistles, because they don't produce fruit. [A person who's good] brings good 
things out of their treasure, and a person who's [evil] brings evil things out of 
their evil treasure. They say evil things because their heart is full of evil." 


“Thorns don’t birth forth grapes 
Thistles do not nurture figs 
Vileness brings vileness 

Their heart gives birth to vile words 


A good plant nurtures good fruit” 


Saying 46: Greater than John the Baptizer 


Jesus said, "From Adam to John the Baptizer, no one's been born who's so much 
greater than John the Baptizer that they shouldn't avert their eyes. But | say that 
whoever among you will become a little child will know the kingdom and become 
greater than John." 


“No man from Adam 

Is greater than the Baptist 
No one is greater 

Be reborn with flames 


As a child greater than John” 


Saying 47: The Parables of Divided Loyalties, 
New Wine in Old Wineskins, and New Patch on Old Cloth 


Jesus said, "It's not possible for anyone to mount two horses or stretch two bows, 
and it's not possible for a servant to follow two leaders, because they'll respect 
one and despise the other. 


"No one drinks old wine and immediately wants to drink new wine. And new wine 
isn't put in old wineskins, because they'd burst. Nor is old wine put in new 
wineskins, because it'd spoil. 


"A new patch of cloth isn't sewn onto an old coat, because it'd tear apart." 


“Two wines can’t be drunk 

Two horses can’t be mounted 

Two bows can’t be used 

Two cloths cannot be both patched 


Or there will be a fissure” 


Saying 48: Unity (1) 


Jesus Said, "If two make peace with each other in a single house, they'll say to 
the mountain, 'Go away,’ and it will." 


“Two who make peace 

Like twin birds in the same nest 
In a single home 

Will say to the earth mountain 


“Float away” and it will so” 


Saying 49: Those Who Are Chosen (2) 


Jesus said, "Blessed are those who are one - those who are chosen, because 
you'll find the kingdom. You've come from there and will return there." 


Jesus the one said 
“Good are those of one body 


Who are the elect 


They will return to their home 


The one home of the heavens” 


Saying 50: Our Origin and Identity 


Jesus said, "If they ask you, 'Where do you come from?’ tell them, 'We've come 
from the light, the place where light came into being by itself, [established] 
itself, and appeared in their image.’ 


"If they ask you, ‘Is it you?’ then say, 'We are its children, and we're chosen by 
our living Father.’ 


"If they ask you, 'What's the sign of your Father in you?' then say, ‘It's movement 
and rest."" 


“Say to the rulers: 

We are from the self-made light 
We are its children 

We are chosen by the light 


Our sign is light work and sleep” 


Saying 51: The New World 


His disciples said to him, "When will the dead have rest, and when will the new 
world come?" 


He said to them, "What you're looking for has already come, but you don't know 
ity 


His students asked him 

“When will the self-made world come 
When will the dead sleep?” 

“The signs are already here 


Calling your name, but you’re deaf” 


Saying 52: Twenty-Four Prophets 


His disciples said to him, "Twenty-four prophets have spoken in Israel, and they 
all spoke of you." 


He said to them, "You've ignored the Living One right in front of you, and you've 
talked about those who are dead." 


His students proclaimed 

The old prophets offered signs 
Of your appearance” 

“You ignored the one in sight 


And chose the deaf and asleep” 


Saying 53: True Circumcision 
His disciples said to him, "Is circumcision useful, or not?" 


He said to them, "If it were useful, parents would have children who are born 
circumcised. But the true circumcision in spirit has become profitable in every 
way." 


His students asked him 

“Is circumcision healing?” 
“Human birth thinks not 
But cutting flesh from spirit 


That is freedom and healing” 


Saying 54: Those Who Are Poor 


Jesus said, "Blessed are those who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of heaven." 


Jesus the rich said 

“Holy are men with little 
For they will see me 

| will gladly invite them 


To my kingdom with no fee 


Saying 55: Discipleship (1) 


Jesus said, "Whoever doesn't hate their father and mother can't become my 
disciple, and whoever doesn't hate their brothers and sisters and take up their 
cross like | do isn't worthy of me." 


“I’m not your brother 

If you don’t hate your parents 

Or love your siblings 

Those who don’t nail down their flesh 


Is not worthy of my flesh” 


Saying 56: The World is a Corpse 


Jesus said, "Whoever has known the world has found a corpse. Whoever has 
found a corpse, of them the world isn't worthy." 


Christ the living said 

“Those who understand the world 
Knows it is corpse 

Dissolving into the void 


So the living are greater” 


Saying 57: The Parable of the Weeds 


Jesus said, "My Fathers' kingdom can be compared to someone who had [good] 
seed. Their enemy came by night and sowed weeds among the good seed. The 
person didn't let anyone pull out the weeds, 'so that you don't pull out the wheat 
along with the weeds,' they said to them. 'On the day of the harvest, the weeds 
will be obvious. Then they'll be pulled out and burned." 


Christ the farmer said 

“My kingdom is a farmer 

Who planted good seed 

But weeds have been planted too 
Soon they will be shown and burned” 
Saying 58: Finding Life 


Jesus said, "Blessed is the person who's gone to a lot of trouble. They've found 
life." 


Jesus the pained said 


“Holy are those who suffered 
They have opened life 
Holy are the crucified 


They have found eternal joy 


Saying 59: The Living One 


Jesus said, "Look for the Living One while you're still alive. If you die and then try 
to look for him, you won't be able to." 


Christ the living said 

“Search for the angel of life 
While you are still here 

If you wait, die and then search 


You won't find him in the void” 


Saying 60: Don't Become a Corpse 


They saw a Samaritan carrying a lamb to Judea. He said to his disciples, "What 
do you think he's going to do with that lamb?" 


They said to him, "He's going to kill it and eat it." 


He said to them, "While it's living, he won't eat it, but only after he kills it and it 
becomes a corpse." 


They said, "He can't do it any other way." 


He said to them, "You, too, look for a resting place, so that you won't become a 
corpse and be eaten." 


“That lamb trapped by man 

It is to be killed and consumed 
If you look for rest 

In gardens of light and rest 


You won't be killed and consumed” 


Saying 61: Jesus and Salome 


Jesus said, "Two will rest on a couch. One will die, the other will live." 


Salome said, "Who are you, Sir, to climb onto my couch and eat off my table as if 
you're from someone?" 


Jesus said to her, "I'm the one who exists in equality. Some of what belongs to 
my Father was given to me." 


"I'm your disciple." 


"So I'm telling you, if someone is /equal\, they'll be full of light; but if they're 
divided, they'll be full of darkness." 


“Who even are you?” 

“I’m he who lives in wholeness 
You'll be filled with light 

If you are whole and the same 


If split, you'll be full of void” 


Saying 62: Mysteries 


Jesus said, "I tell my mysteries to [those who are worthy of my] mysteries. Don't 
let your left hand know what your right hand is doing." 


Christ the speaker said 

“| speak all my mysteries 

To those who can hear 

Don’t let your crooked left hand 


Know the work of your right hand” 


Saying 63: The Parable of the Rich Fool 


Jesus said, "There was a rich man who had much money. He said, ‘I'll use my 
money to sow, reap, plant, and fill my barns with fruit, so that | won't need 
anything.’ That's what he was thinking to himself, but he died that very night. 
Anyone who has ears to hear should hear!" 


“A rich man announced 

I’ll use my time and money 
To reap, plant and sow 

To eat, be merry and free 


That cold night he died alone” 


Saying 64: The Parable of the Dinner Party 


Jesus said, "Someone was planning on having guests. When dinner was ready, 
they sent their servant to call the visitors. 


"The servant went to the first and said, 'My master invites you. ' 


"They said, ‘Some merchants owe me money. They're coming tonight. | need to 
go and give them instructions. Excuse me from the dinner.' 


"The servant went to another one and said, 'My master invites you.' 


"They said, "I've just bought a house and am needed for the day. | won't have 
time.’ 


"The servant went to another one and said, 'My master invites you. ' 


"They said, 'My friend is getting married and I'm going to make dinner. | can't 
come. Excuse me from the dinner. ' 


"The servant went to another one and said, 'My master invites you. ' 


"They said, "I've just bought a farm and am going to collect the rent. | can't 
come. Excuse me.' 


"The servant went back and told the master, 'The ones you've invited to the 
dinner have excused themselves. ' 


"The master said to their servant, 'Go out to the roads and bring whomever you 
find so that they can have dinner.’ 


"Buyers and merchants won't [enter] the places of my Father." 


“Lord, I’ve called the rich 
Marriage and rent were their food 
All refused dinner” 

“Bring those who live on the roads 


Merchants will not hear the laughs” 


Saying 65: The Parable of the Sharecroppers 


He said, "A [creditor] owned a vineyard. He leased it out to some sharecroppers 
to work it so he could collect its fruit. 


"He sent his servant so that the sharecroppers could give him the fruit of the 
vineyard. They seized his servant, beat him, and nearly killed him. 


"The servant went back and told his master. His master said, 'Maybe he just 
didn't know them.' He sent another servant, but the tenants beat that one too. 


"Then the master sent his son, thinking, 'Maybe they'll show some respect to my 
son.' 


"Because they knew that he was the heir of the vineyard, the sharecroppers 
seized and killed him. Anyone who has ears to hear should hear!" 


“One owned a vineyard 

Two servants he sent to get crops 
The tenants killed them 

So the owner sent his son 


They seized and killed the kind son” 


Saying 66: The Rejected Cornerstone 


Jesus said, "Show me the stone the builders rejected; that's the cornerstone." 


“Reveal the one stone 

That the craftsmen and builders 
Rejected with spite 

For it is the cornerstone 


Without this stone, void was made” 


Saying 67: Knowing Isn't Everything 


Jesus said, "Whoever knows everything, but is personally lacking, lacks 
everything." 


“Whoever knows all 

But does not know their own self 
The pearl of knowledge 

Knows nothing of this cold sea 


And knows nothing of heaven” 


Saying 68: Persecution 


Jesus said, "Blessed are you when you're hated and persecuted, and no place will 
be found where you've been persecuted." 


Christ the hated said 

“Holy are you the hated 
Who love every life 

For after the wrathful flames 


There is nowhere where flames are” 


Saying 69: Those Who Are Persecuted 


Jesus said, "Blessed are those who've been persecuted in their own hearts. 
They've truly known the Father. Blessed are those who are hungry, so that their 
stomachs may be filled." 


“Holy are those burnt 

Within their own bloody hearts 
For they know the light 

If you ache in hungry pain 


You'll be filled with dates and wine” 


Saying 70: Salvation is Within 


Jesus Said, "If you give birth to what's within you, what you have within you will 
save you. If you don't have that within [you], what you don't have within you 
[will] kill you." 


“Hear: If you give birth 

To that blood that is within 
That blood will save you 

If you have nothing within 


The void will slice your life vein” 


Saying 71: Destroying the Temple 


Jesus said, "I'll destroy [this] house, and no one will be able to build it [...]" 


“With voice and power 


| will destroy this small house 
And dissolve the dust 
So no craftsmen can rebuild 


And there will be a garden” 


Saying 72: Not a Divider 
[Someone said to him], "Tell my brothers to divide our inheritance with me." 
He said to him, "Who made me a divider?" 


He turned to his disciples and said to them, "Am | really a divider?" 


A young man asked him 
“Command my older brothers 
To divide this land” 

“What power made me a judge 


Am | a great divider?” 


Saying 73: Workers for the Harvest 


Jesus Said, "The harvest really is plentiful, but the workers are few. So pray that 
the Lord will send workers to the harvest." 


Jesus the son said 

“The crops are overflowing 
In this great harvest 

But there is none to collect 


So pray more servants will come” 


Saying 74: The Empty Well 


He said, "Lord, many are gathered around the well, but there's nothing to drink." 


“Light of the vast deep 


Many dance around the well 


Though there is nothing 
They just sing and dance in joy 


Around the deep they don’t see” 


Saying 75: The Bridal Chamber 


Jesus said, "Many are waiting at the door, but those who are one will enter the 
bridal chamber." 


“Many wait and sleep 

At the unlocked wooden door 
Dreaming in blind faith 

But those who knock and go in 


Will enter the bride’s chamber” 


Saying 76: The Parable of the Pearl 


Jesus said, "The Father's kingdom can be compared to a merchant with 
merchandise who found a pearl. The merchant was wise; they sold their 
merchandise and bought that single pearl for themselves. 


"You, too, look for the treasure that doesn't perish but endures, where no moths 
come to eat and no worms destroy." 


“The kingdom you hear 

Is a merchant who sold all 
To buy the lone pear! 

Find that pearl unperishing 


That no moth or worm can eat” 


Saying 77: Jesus is the All 


Jesus said, "I'm the light that's over all. | am the All. The All has come from me 
and unfolds toward me. 


"Split a log; I'm there. Lift the stone, and you'll find me there." 


“All is my glad mouth 
I’m the light unperishing 


All is from my voice 
Split wood, | am weeping there 


Lift a stone, I’m laughing there” 


Saying 78: Into the Desert 


Jesus said, "What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed shaken by the 
wind? A [person] wearing fancy clothes, [like your] rulers and powerful people? 
They (wear) fancy [clothes], but can't know the truth." 


Jesus inquired 

“Why go to the hot desert? 

To see well-dressed kings? 

They wear purple robes and veils 


But they can’t see the sun’s light” 


Saying 79: Listening to the Message 


A woman in the crowd said to him, "Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the 
breasts that nourished you." 


He said to [her], "Blessed are those who have listened to the message of the 
Father and kept it, because there will be days when you'll say, 'Blessed is the 
womb that didn't conceive and the breasts that haven't given milk.'" 


An old woman said 

“Grand is the womb that bore you” 
Jesus just replied 

“Grand are those who hear my words 


Grand is the unfruitful womb” 


Saying 80: The World is a Body 


Jesus said, "Whoever has known the world has found the body; but whoever has 
found the body, of them the world isn't worthy." 


“Those who know this bridge 


Have found the body and womb 


Those who know this womb 

The small womb is not worthy 

To give birth to them at all” 

Saying 81: Riches and Renunciation (1) 


Jesus said, "Whoever has become rich should become a ruler, and whoever has 
power should renounce it." 


Jesus the king said 

“Those with treasure and a pearl 
Should be a ruler 

Those with the rulers’ power 


Should renounce it without pride” 


Saying 82: Jesus and Fire (2) 


Jesus said, "Whoever is near me is near the fire, and whoever is far from me is 
far from the kingdom." 


“If you are near me 

You are near the bright white flames 
If you’re far from me 

You are far from my garden 


The garden of light and rest” 


Saying 83: Light and Images 


Jesus said, "Images are revealed to people, but the light within them is hidden in 
the image of the Father's light. He'll be revealed, but his image will be hidden by 
his light." 


“Icons are unveiled 

The light inside is hidden 

In the bright sun’s light 

He will appear and shine thus 


But his white light will veil him” 


Saying 84: Our Previous Images 


Jesus said, "When you see your likeness, you rejoice. But when you see your 
images that came into being before you did - which don't die, and aren't 
revealed - how much you'll have to bear!" 


“You burst up with joy 

When you see your lone icon 

But the veiled icons 

Those that were before you were 


Oh the pain that will crush you” 


Saying 85: Adam Wasn't Worthy 


Jesus said, "Adam came into being from a great power and great wealth, but he 
didn't become worthy of you. If he had been worthy, [he wouldn't have tasted] 
death." 


Jesus the man said 

“Adam was birthed from power 
The one great power 

But he became less than you 


Or else he would not have slept” 


Saying 86: Foxes and Birds 


Jesus said, "[The foxes have dens] and the birds have nests, but the Son of 
Humanity has nowhere to lay his head and rest." 


Jesus tired said 

“The red foxes have small dens 
Black birds have their nests 
Sadly, the Son of Adam 


Has no place to sleep and rest” 


Saying 87: Body and Soul 


Jesus said, "How miserable is the body that depends on a body, and how 
miserable is the soul that depends on both." 


“How much misery 

Is the house of dead flesh 
That lusts for dead flesh 
How much utter misery 


Is the owner lusting both” 


Saying 88: Angels and Prophets 


Jesus said, "The angels and the prophets will come to you and give you what 
belongs to you. You'll give them what you have and ask yourselves, 'When will 
they come and take what is theirs?"" 


“Angels and prophets 

Will give what is owed to you 
Which are words of life 

You will give from what you have 


You'll ask “When will they come down” 


Saying 89: Inside and Outside 


Jesus Said, "Why do you wash the outside of the cup? Don't you know that 
whoever created the inside created the outside too?" 


Christ the cleanser said 

“Why wash the smiling mask 
As it if were you 

The mask that is made of shell 


You should wash the pearl instead” 


Saying 90: Jesus’ Yoke is Easy 


Jesus said, "Come to me, because my yoke is easy and my requirements are 
light. You'll be refreshed." 


“Follow my long road 

For it is easy to tread 

And the breeze is warm 

My demands and laws are light 


You will be reborn walking” 


Saying 91: Reading the Signs 
They said to him, "Tell us who you are so that we may trust you." 


He said to them, "You read the face of the sky and the earth, but you don't know 
the one right in front of you, and you don't know how to read the present 
moment." 


The crowd demanded 

“Tell us what power you have 

That we may trust you” 

“You see the earth’s and sky’s face 


Yet you can’t behold my face” 


Saying 92: Look and Find 


Jesus said, "Look and you'll find. | didn't answer your questions before. Now | 
want to give you answers, but you aren't looking for them." 


“Look and you will find 
Your words | left incomplete 
By keeping my words 

Now | give you the lamps lit 


Now you can’t behold their light” 


Saying 93: Don't Throw Pearls to Pigs 


"Don't give what's holy to the dogs, or else it might be thrown on the manure 
pile. Don't throw pearls to the pigs, or else they might [...]" 


“If you accept me 


Don’t give the lamps to the dogs 
Or they will lite dung 
Do not offer pearls to pigs 


Or they’ll trod them into earth” 


Saying 94: Knock and It Will Be Opened 


Jesus [said], "Whoever looks will find, [and whoever knocks], it will be opened for 
them." 


Jesus continued 

“Don’t give to the unwilling 

For my words will die 

Those who search with eyes and ears 


And knock will find the bright truth” 


Saying 95: Giving Money 


[Jesus said], "If you have money, don't lend it at interest. Instead, give [it to] 
someone from whom you won't get it back." 


“Concerning treasure 

Offer it without interest 

In humility 

To someone trodden and blind 


Who will never give it back” 


Saying 96: The Parable of the Yeast 


Jesus [said], "The Father's kingdom can be compared to a woman who took a 
little yeast and [hid] it in flour. She made it into large loaves of bread. Anyone 
who has ears to hear should hear!" 


“The garden of rest 
Is a wife who had some yeast 


Hidden in flour 


She made loaves of bread with life 


Unperishing and are one” 


Saying 97: The Parable of the Jar of Flour 


Jesus said, "The Father's kingdom can be compared to a woman carrying a jar of 
flour. While she was walking down [a] long road, the jar's handle broke and the 
flour spilled out behind her on the road. She didn't know it, and didn't realize 
there was a problem until she got home, put down the jar, and found it empty." 


“The garden of rest 

Is a good wife carrying 

A jay of flour 

The handle broke as she walked 


The white flowed out, and void formed” 


Saying 98: The Parable of the Assassin 


Jesus Said, "The Father's kingdom can be compared to a man who wanted to kill 
someone powerful. He drew his sword in his house and drove it into the wall to 
figure out whether his hand was strong enough. Then he killed the powerful 
one." 


“The garden of rest 

Is a man who understood 

A king must be killed 

He drove his knife to the wall 


He then killed the cruel lion” 


Saying 99: Jesus' True Family 
The disciples said to him, "Your brothers and mother are standing outside." 


He said to them, "The people here who do the will of my Father are my brothers 
and mother; they're the ones who will enter my Father's kingdom." 


The students told him 


“Your family is waiting” 


Jesus just replied 
“Those who follow the sun’s path 


Are my garden’s family” 


Saying 100: Give to Caesar What Belongs to Caesar 


They showed Jesus a gold coin and said to him, "Those who belong to Caesar 
demand tribute from us." 


He said to them, "Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, give to God what 
belongs to God, and give to me what belongs to me." 


A gold coin was showed 
“Caesar demands we pay tax” 
Jesus just replied 

“Give to Caesar what is his 


Give to the light what is light” 


Saying 101: Discipleship (2) 


"Whoever doesn't hate their [father] and mother as | do can't become my 
[disciple], and whoever [doesn't] love their [father] and mother as | do can't 
become my [disciple]. For my mother [...], but [my] true [Mother] gave me Life." 


“Those who do not hate 

Or love their very mother 
Cannot hear my words 

My mother gave birth to death 


But Sophia gave me life” 


Saying 102: The Dog in the Feeding Trough 


Jesus said, "How awful for the Pharisees who are like a dog sleeping in a feeding 
trough for cattle, because the dog doesn't eat, and [doesn't let] the cattle eat 
either." 


Jesus the lamb said 


“How cursed are the Pharisees 


Who sleep in the trough 
Like a dying, starving dog 


By their claws, they starve cattle” 


Saying 103: The Parable of the Bandits 


Jesus Said, "Blessed is the one who knows where the bandits are going to enter. 
[They can] get up to assemble their defenses and be prepared to defend 
themselves before they arrive." 


“Holy are those ones 

Who know when the thieves arrive 
Those thieves with sharp claws 
You, build up your watchtowers 


To defend from the bandits” 


Saying 104: Prayer and Fasting 
They said to [Jesus], "Come, let's pray and fast today." 
Jesus said, "What have | done wrong? Have | failed? 


"Rather, when the groom leaves the bridal chamber, then people should fast and 
pray." 


The faithful told him 

“Let us pray and fast to God” 

“What sin did | do? 

When the groom leaves the bride’s room 


You should pray and fast to light” 


Saying 105: Knowing Father and Mother 


Jesus said, "Whoever knows their father and mother will be called a bastard." 


Jesus the man said 


“If you know your proud father 


And your cursed mother 
You will be born in spirit 


Born outside of this wedlock” 


Saying 106: Unity (2) 


Jesus said, "When you make the two into one, you'll become Children of 
Humanity, and if you say ‘Mountain, go away’, it'll go." 


“When the two are one 

You will become humanity 

If you then command 
“Mountain shatter and dissolve” 


It will dissolve into void” 


Saying 107: The Parable of the Lost Sheep 


Jesus said, "The kingdom can be compared to a shepherd who had a hundred 
sheep. The largest one strayed. He left the ninety-nine and looked for that one 
until he found it. Having gone through the trouble, he said to the sheep: 'I love 
you more than the ninety-nine."" 


“The light garden is 

A man with a hundred sheep 

The largest one strayed 

When he caught her he proclaimed 


“| love you more than the all”” 


Saying 108: Becoming Like Jesus 


Jesus said, "Whoever drinks from my mouth will become like me, and | myself 
will become like them; then, what's hidden will be revealed to them." 


Christ proclaimed with joy 
“Those who drink wine from my mouth 
Will be born as me 


| myself will become them 


The wine shall wash away fog” 


Saying 109: The Parable of the Hidden Treasure 


Jesus said, "The kingdom can be compared to someone who had a treasure 
[hidden] in their field. [They] didn't know about it. After they died, they left it to 
their son. The son didn't know it either. He took the field and sold it. 


"The buyer plowed the field, [found] the treasure, and began to loan money at 
interest to whomever they wanted." 


“The garden of rest 

Is pearls buried in a field 
The owner was blind 

He gave it to his blind son 


One bought it and found the pearls” 


Saying 110: Riches and Renunciation (2) 


Jesus said, "Whoever has found the world and become rich should renounce the 
world." 


“Those who know this bridge 
And have found treasure on it 
Should jump off the bridge 
Not into death but to life 


Lest the bandits come and steal” 


Saying 111: Those Who are Living Won't Die (2) 


Jesus said, "The heavens and the earth will roll up in front of you, and whoever 
lives from the Living One won't see death." 


Doesn't Jesus say, "Whoever finds themselves, of them the world isn't worthy"? 


“The earth and heaven 
Will roll up as one old cloth 
In your sight and heart 


Those who live from light won’t die 


The bridge cannot support them” 


Saying 112: Flesh and Soul 


Jesus said, "How awful for the flesh that depends on the soul. How awful for the 
soul that depends on the flesh." 


“Cursed is the cold shell 

That depends on the warm pear! 
Cursed is the whole pear! 

That depends on the split shell 


For both would remain at sea” 


Saying 113: The Kingdom is Already Present 
His disciples said to him, "When will the kingdom come?" 


"It won't come by looking for it. They won't say, 'Look over here!’ or 'Look over 
there!' Rather, the Father's kingdom is already spread out over the earth, and 
people don't see it." 


His students asked him 

“When will the light garden grow?” 
Jesus just replied 

“The green is spread on the earth 


But men are blind through its light” 


Saying 114: Peter and Mary 


Simon Peter said to them, "Mary should leave us, because women aren't worthy 
of life." 


Jesus said, "Look, am | to make her a man? So that she may become a living 
spirit too, she's equal to you men, because every woman who makes herself 
manly will enter the kingdom of heaven." 


The living tree said 
“You say Mary is lifeless? 


She’s a twin of you 


For women who become men 


Will go to the light garden” 


Tanka Gospel of Philip 


Rebirth 


A Hebrew creates a Hebrew, and [those] of this kind are called "a proselyte." But 
a [proselyte] doesn't create (another) proselyte. They're like [...] and they create 
others [...] 52 it's good enough for them that they come into being. 


A jew makes a jew 

And they are called reborn ones 
But these reborn ones 

Cannot birth new reborn ones 


Some are just born as spirit 


Slavery and freedom 


The slave seeks only freedom; they don't seek their master's property. But the 
son isn't just a son; he claims his father's inheritance for himself. Those who 
inherit the dead are themselves dead, and they inherit the dead. Those who 
inherit the living are themselves alive, and they inherit (both) the living and the 
dead. The dead can't inherit anything, because how can the dead inherit? If the 
dead inherits the living they won't die, but the dead will live even more! 


A slave wants freedom 

But a son wants the garden 
From their own father 

Life gains the dead and living 


The dead only gains dead void 


The uncircumcised are dead 


A gentile doesn't die, because they've never lived in order that they may die. 
Whoever has believed in the Truth has lived, and is at risk of dying, because 
they're alive since the day Christ came. The world is created, the cities 
gentrified, and the dead carried out. 


Those uncircumcised 

Never died for they don’t live 
Those who know summer 

Have lived since the one light came 


The anointed light that day 


Gaining sun and wisdom 


When we were Hebrews, we were fatherless - we had (only) our mother. But 
when we became Christians, we gained both father and mother. 


When we were Hebrews 
We had no sun to worship 
We just had wisdom 

But when we were anointed 


We gained the sun and wisdom 


Winter and summer 


Those who sow in the winter reap in the summer. The winter is the world, the 
summer the other age. Let's sow in the world so that we may reap in the 
summer. Because of this, it's not right for us to pray in the winter. The summer 
follows the winter. But if Someone reaps in the winter they won't reap, but 
uproot, as this kind won't produce fruit [...] it doesn't just come out [...] but in 
the other Sabbath [...] it's fruitless. 


Reap fruit in summer 
Summer is the grand garden 
Winter is the bridge 


Sow on the bridge, reap in green 


Reaping now will bring nothing 


Christ and his pearls 


Christ came to buy some, but to save others, and to redeem yet others. He 
bought those who were strangers, made them his own, and set them apart as a 
pledge as he wanted to. It wasn't just when he appeared that he laid down his 
life when he wanted to, but since the day the world came into being he laid down 
his life when he wanted to. Then he came first to take it, since it had been 
pledged. It was dominated by the robbers that had captured it, but he saved it; 
and those who are good in the world he redeemed, as well as those who are bad. 


Christ restored some pearls 

Others he saved or bought back 

He laid his life down 

Thieves and craftsmen stole his pearls 


But Christ saved the good and bad 


Duality 


The light and the darkness, the right and the left, are brothers of each other. 
They're inseparable. So, those who are good aren't good, those who are bad 
aren't bad, nor is life (really) life, nor is death (really) death. Because of this, 
each one will be dissolved into its origin from the beginning. But those who are 
exalted above the world are indissoluble and eternal. 


Light and cold darkness 

Are both twins and of one flesh 
Each will be dissolved 

For they are not bright or void 


Those above this bridge won’t die 


Sounds of the world 


The names that are given to those who are worldly are very deceptive, because 
they turn the heart away from what's right to what's not right, and someone who 
hears "God" doesn't think of what's right but thinks of what's not right. So also 
with "the Father," "the Son," "the Holy Spirit," "the life," "the light," "the 
resurrection," "the church," and all the others - they don't think of [what's right] 
but think of what's [not] right, [unless] they've learned what's right. The [names 
that were heard] exist in the world [...] 54 [deceive. If they existed] in the 


(eternal) age they wouldn't have been used as names in the world, nor would 
they have been placed among worldly things. They have an end in the (eternal) 
age. 


Sounds of the world lie 

They twist truth into falsehood 
Holy to idols 

They are twisted mirror shards 


Of the garden of light’s sounds 


Sound of the light 


There's one name that isn't uttered in the world: the name which the Father 
gave to the Son. It's exalted over everything; it's the Father's name, because the 
Son wouldn't have become father unless he had taken the name of the Father. 
Those who have this name know it, but don't say it; and those who don't have it, 
don't know it. 


There is only one sound 
Unspoken on this cold bridge 
It is above all 

It’s the name sun gave to light 


The name made the light the sun 


Truth’s sounds 


But Truth brought names into the world for us, because it's impossible for us to 
learn it (Truth) without these names. There's only one Truth, but it's many things 
for us, to teach this one thing in love through many things. 


Truth gave us the sounds 

For they are mirrors of truth 
There is one truth bright 

These shards let us taste its light 


There is no way otherwise 


Deceiving craftsmen 


The rulers wanted to deceive humanity, because they (the rulers) saw that they 
(humanity) had a kinship with those that are truly good. They took the name of 
those that are good and gave it to those that aren't good, to deceive them 
(humanity) by the names and bind them to those that aren't good; and then, 
what a favor they do for them! They take them from those that aren't good and 
place them among those that are good. They knew what they were doing, 
because they wanted to take those who were free and place them in slavery 
forever. 


The craftsmen jealous 

Took the holy sounds and placed 
Them in the evil 

By their unskilled craftsmanship 


To deceive man and keep him 


Sacrifice 


There are powers that exist [...] humanity, not wanting them to be [saved], so 
that they may be [...] because if humanity [was saved], sacrifices [wouldn't] 

happen [...] and animals offered 55 up to the powers, because those to whom 
offerings were made were animals. They were offered up alive, but when they 
were offered up they died. A human was offered up to God dead, and he lived. 


They want animals 

To be sacrificed because 
Man is in bondage 

One was offered to the sun 


He became light and alive 


Bread for man 


Before Christ came, there wasn't any bread in the world - just as Paradise, where 
Adam was, had many trees to feed the animals but no wheat to feed humanity. 
Humanity used to eat like the animals, but when Christ, the perfect human, 
came, he brought bread from heaven so that humanity would be fed with the 
food of humanity. 


Before the light came 


No wheat grew for man to eat 


Adam ate like dogs 
Christ then brought bread to the world 


Bread that never perishes 


Holy whispers 


The rulers thought they did what they did by their own power and will, but the 
Holy Spirit was secretly accomplishing everything it wanted to through them. 


The craftsmen and kings 

Thought they crafted and managed 
By their will alone 

But the blazing fire dove 


Still whispers into their ears 


Truth unborn and sown 


Truth, which has existed from the beginning, is sown everywhere; and many see 
it being sown, but few see it being reaped. 


Truth, unborn and grown 
Is sown in every corner 
Of the barren Earth 
Many notice the sowing 


A select few see it reaped 


Mary undefiled 


Some say that "Mary conceived by the Holy Spirit." They're wrong; they don't 
know what they're saying. When did a woman ever conceive by a woman? "Mary 
is the virgin whom no power defiled" is the great testimony of those Hebrews 
who became (the first) apostles and (the) apostolic (successors). The virgin 
whom no power defiled [...] the powers defiled themselves. 


So many proclaim 


“The flame sowed into Mary 


Then Mary birthed light” 
They’re blind, no soul defiled her 


Women can’t inflame women 


My sun in heaven 


And the Lord [wouldn't] have said, "my [Father who is in] heaven" unless [he] 
had another father. Instead, he would simply have said ["my Father."] The Lord 
said to the [disciples, "...] 56 [from] every [house] and bring into the Father's 
house, but don't steal (anything) from the Father's house or carry it away." 


“My sun in heaven” 

The light would not have said that 
If a second sun 

Had not lived on this dark Earth 


Or he would have said “My sun” 


Jesus Christ the Nazarene 


"Jesus" is a hidden name; "Christ" is a revealed name. So "Jesus" is not 
translated, but he's called by his name "Jesus." But the name "Christ" in Syriac is 
"Messiah," in Greek "Christ," and all the others have it according to their own 
language. "The Nazarene" reveals what's hidden. 


Jesus is hidden 

Christ is proclaimed and widespread 
Jesus in one tongue 

Christ exists in many tongues 


The Nazarene shows the light 


Light has everything 


Christ has everything within himself, whether human or angel or mystery, and 
the Father. 


The anointed light 
Has the all within itself 


And is in the all 


Whether clay, light, or the deeps 


And even the sun itself 


The light’s setting and rising 


Those who Say that the Lord died first and then arose are wrong, because he 
arose first and (then) he died. Anyone who doesn't first acquire the resurrection 
won't die. As God lives, that one would /die\! 


There are those who say 
The light set and then arose 
This is truly wrong 

He arose from the waters 


And then set into twilight 


Treasure in the worthless 


No one will hide something great and valuable in a great thing, but often 
someone has put countless thousands into something worth (only) a penny. It's 
the same with the soul; a valuable thing came to be in a contemptible body. 


No one hides treasure 

In something that’s a treasure 
But in a base box 

So the same with our soul 


A pearl in a worthless shell 


Awakening in robes 


Some are afraid that they'll arise naked. So they want to arise in the flesh, and 
[they] don't know that those who wear the [flesh] are naked. Those [...] to strip 
themselves naked [are] not naked. 


Some are in despair 
That they will awake naked 
They want their cold flesh 


Flesh is nakedness itself 


Those who strip flesh wear warm robes 


Flesh and blood 


"Flesh [and blood won't] inherit [God's] kingdom." What is it that won't inherit? 
That which is on us. But what is it, too, that will inherit? It is Jesus' (flesh) and 
blood. Because of this, he said, "Whoever doesn't eat my flesh and drink my 
blood doesn't have life in them." What's his flesh? It's the Word, and his blood is 
the Holy Spirit. Whoever has received these have food, drink, and clothing. 


Flesh and blood cannot 

Enter the garden of rest 

But just Christ’s body 

His flesh is the word and bread 


And his blood is flames and wine 


Our flesh will rise 


(So) | myself disagree with the others who say, "It won't arise." Both (sides) are 
wrong. You who Say, "the flesh won't arise," tell me what will arise, so that we 
may honor you. You say, "the spirit in the flesh and this other light in the flesh." 
(But) this saying is in the flesh too, because whatever you say, you can't say 
apart from the flesh. It's necessary to arise in this flesh, since everything exists 
in it. In this world, people are better than the clothes they wear. In the kingdom 
of heaven, the clothes are better than the people who wear them. 


But our flesh will rise 

For we all ponder and do 

In this freezing flesh 

Here, pearls are better than shells 


In the green, shells are better 


Water and fire 


Everything is purified by water and fire - the visible by the visible, the hidden by 
the hidden. Some things are hidden by things that are visible. There's water in 
water, and fire in chrism. 


All is purified 


By white flames and clear water 
From cold and dark dust 
There are clear tears in water 


White flames in golden chrism 


Christ in many veils 


Jesus took all of them by stealth, because he didn't appear as he was, but he 
appeared as [they'd] be able to see him. He appeared to them (in) [all these] 
(ways): he [appeared] to [the] great as great. He [appeared] to the small as 
small. He [appeared] 58 [to the] angels as an angel, and to humans as a human. 
So his Word hid itself from everyone. Some did see him, thinking they were 
seeing themselves. But when he appeared to his disciples in glory on the 
mountain, he wasn't small. He became great, but he made the disciples great 
(too) so that they would be able to see him as great. 


Christ wore many veils 

Great for the great, man for man 
Some just saw themselves 

On the mount, he appeared great 


For he made his students great 


Unite 


He said on that day in the Eucharist, "You who've united the perfect light with 
the Holy Spirit, unite the angels with us too, with the images!" 


Jesus, the lamb, said 

“You who married perfect light 
With the flaming dove 

Unite with the white angels 


Unite with the bright icons” 


Lamb’s wool 


Don't despise the lamb, because without him it's impossible to see the door. No 
one will be able to approach the king naked. 


Do not hate the lamb 

Or you will not see the door 
Do not slay the lamb within 
No one can visit the sun 


Without being clothed with wool 


Heavenly man and earth’s man 


The children of the heavenly human are more numerous than those of the 
earthly human. If Adam has so many children, even though they die, how many 
children does the perfect human have - those who don't die, but are begotten all 
the time? 


The heavenly man 

Has more fruit than the earth’s man 
Fruit that does not rot 

Those who never see the void 


But are self-born forever 


Shades of light and grace 


The father makes a son, but it's impossible for a son to make a son, because it's 
impossible for someone who's been born to beget (sons); the son begets 
brothers, not sons. All who are begotten in the world are begotten physically, 
and the others in [...] are begotten by him [...] out there to the human [...] in the 
[...] heavenly place [...] it from the mouth [...] the Word came out from 

there they would be nourished from the mouth [and] become perfect. The 
perfect are conceived and begotten through a kiss. Because of this we kiss each 
other too, conceiving from the grace within each other. 


Sun gives birth to light 

But light cannot birth more light 
Only shades of light 

Pure fruits are birthed through a kiss 


This is why we kiss with grace 


Triple-powered Mary 


There were three who traveled with the Lord all the time: His mother Mary, her 
sister, and Magdalene, who is called his companion; because Mary is his sister, 
his mother, and his partner. 


Three travelled with Christ 
And still travel to this day 
For they are beloved 
Mary: Sister and mother 


And partner whom he loved most 


Sounds of fire below and above 


"The Father" and "The Son" are single names; "the Holy Spirit" is a double name, 
because they're everywhere. They're in heaven, they're below, they're hidden, 
and they're revealed. The Holy Spirit is revealed below and hidden in heaven. 


The Sun and the light 

Are single sounds, and fire 

Is a double sound 

Flames shines below in the earth 


And shines hidden in sky’s vault 


Flames have blinded stars 


Those who are holy are served through the evil powers, because the Holy Spirit 
has blinded them so that they think they're serving a (regular) human when 
they're (really) working for the holy ones. So a disciple asked the Lord one day 
about a worldly thing. He told him, "Ask your Mother, and she'll give you from 
someone else." 


Those who are bright light 
Dark stars serve and encircle 
Flames have blinded them 
The light said to his student 


“Ask you mother, and she’ll steal” 


Offerings with pure salt 


The apostles said to the disciples, "May our entire offering acquire salt." They 
called [...] "salt." Without it, the offering doesn't [become] acceptable. But 
Wisdom [is] childless; because of this [she's] called [...], this of salt, the place 
they'll [...] in their own way. The Holy Spirit [...] [...] many children. 


The first fruits announced 
“May the offering have salt” 
Sophia is salt 

Without her, no gift is a gift 


But she is pure and childless 


The sun’s and light’s inheritance 


What belongs to the father belongs to the son, and he himself - the son - as long 
as he's little, is not entrusted with what's his. When he becomes a man, his 
father gives him everything that belongs to him. 


What the gold sun grows 
Belongs to the light as well 
Mostly the garden 

The time when the light is ripe 


Then the sun will give the all 


Born through blazing fire 


Those who've been begotten by the Spirit and go astray, go astray through it 
too. Because of this, through this one Spirit it blazes, that is, the fire, and it's 
extinguished. 


Those born through fire 
Can only go to the void 
Through blazing fire 

This flame blazes in secret 


And it is then extinguished 


Echamoth and echmoth 


Echamoth is one thing and Echmoth another. Echamoth is simply Wisdom, but 
Echmoth is the Wisdom of Death, which knows death. This is called "the little 
Wisdom." 


There are two wisdoms 
Echamoth is pure wisdom 
It is the simple 

Echmoth is wisdom of void 


It’s just sprinkles of wisdom 


Beasts in flames 


There are animals that submit to humans, like the calf, the donkey, and others of 
this kind. Others are not submissive, and live alone in the wilderness. Humanity 
ploughs the field with the submissive animals, and consequently nourishes itself 
and the animals, whether submissive or not. That's what it's like with the perfect 
human: they plough with the submissive powers, preparing for everyone that will 
exist. So because of this the whole place stands, whether the good or the evil, 
and the right and the left. The Holy Spirit shepherds everyone and rules all the 
powers - those that are submissive, those that [aren't], and those that are alone 
- because truly it [...] confines them [so that ...] want to, they won't be able to 
[leave]. 


Calf, donkeys, the like 

They bow down to men 

Some live free and wild 

Like this, flames guide the craftsmen 


Fire gives warmth to all fruits 


Formed and begotten 


[The one who's been] formed [is beautiful, but] you'd find his children being 
noble forms. If he weren't formed but begotten, you'd find that his seed was 
noble. But now he was formed, and he begot. What nobility is this? First there 
was adultery, and then murder; and he (Cain) was begotten in adultery, because 
he was the son of the serpent. Because of this he became a murderer like his 
father too, and he killed his brother (Abel). Every partnership between those who 
are dissimilar is adultery. 


Those formed are splendour 


But if begotten as well 
How great is their fruit? 
Adultery was Cain’s womb 


Murder was then his father 


The sun and his unfading colours 


God is a dyer. Like the good dyes - they're called true - die with what's been 
dyed in them, so it is with those who were dyed by God. Because his dyes are 
immortal, they become immortal by means of his colors. But God baptizes in 
water. 


The sun dyes us all 

His colours are unfading 
They are sacred dyes 

We then become unfading 


The sun bathes us in water 


Seeing and becoming 


It's impossible for anyone to see anything that really exists unless they become 
like them. It's not like the person in the world who sees the sun without 
becoming a sun, and who sees heaven and earth and everything else without 
becoming them. That's the way it is. But you've seen something of that place, 
and have become them. You saw the Spirit, you became spirit; you saw Christ, 
you became Christ; you saw [the Father, you] will become father. Because of 
this, [here] you see everything and don't [see yourself], but you see yourself 
[there], because you'll [become] what you see. 


Unlike on this bridge 

You become what you observe 
In the light garden 

If you see light, you are light 


If you see fruit, you are fruit 


Prayer and soul 


Faith receives; love gives. [No one will be able to] [receive] without faith, and no 
one will be able to give without love. So we believe in order that we may receive, 


but we give in order that we may love, since anyone who doesn't give with love 
doesn't get anything out of it. Whoever hasn't received the Lord is still a Hebrew. 


Faith receives, love gives 
So we pray to receive light 
And give light to love 
Giving without soul is void 


Without light, law would rule us 


Jesus the measured 


The apostles before us called (him) "Jesus the Nazarene Messiah," that is, "Jesus 
the Nazarene Christ." The last name is "Christ," the first is "Jesus," the middle 
one is "the Nazarene." "Messiah" has two meanings: both "Christ" and "the 
measured." "Jesus" in Hebrew is "the redemption." "Nazara" is "the truth." So 
"the Nazarene" is "the truth." "Christ" is the one who was measured. "The 
Nazarene" and "Jesus" are the ones who were measured. 


Jesus is freedom 

Messiah is the measured 
Nazarene is truth 

The measured has been measured 


Truth and freedom are measured 


Pearls 


A pearl doesn't become less valuable if it's cast down into the mud, nor will it 
become more valuable if it's anointed with balsam; but it's valuable to its owner 
all the time. That's what it's like with God's children: no matter where they are, 
they're still valuable to their Father. 


If pearls are on mud 

They still have the same value 
Even with balsam 

In the world, no matter where 


Pearls still shine in the sun’s gaze 


No one will be moved 


If you say, "I'm a Jew," no one will be moved. If you say, "I'm a Roman," no one 
will be disturbed. If you say, "I'm a Greek," "a Barbarian," "a slave," ["a free 
person,"] no one will be troubled. [If] you [say,] "I'm a Christian," the [...] will 
tremble. If only [... of] this kind, this one [who ...] won't be able to endure 
[hearing] his name. 


No one will be moved 

If you’re a Greek or Roman 
Or slave or now free 

But admit you follow Christ 


You'll even shake a mountain 


Lion’s sacrifice 


God is a human-eater. Because of this, the human is [sacrificed] to him. Before 
the human was Sacrificed, animals were sacrificed, because those to whom they 
were sacrificed weren't gods. 


The lion eats man 

Man was Sacrificed to him 
Before man’s blood flowed 
Animals were once slaughtered 


For the lions were idols 


Pottery and glass 


Vessels of glass and pottery come into being by means of fire. But if glass 
vessels break they're remade, because they came into being by means of a 
breath, but if pottery vessels break they're destroyed, because they came into 
being without breath. 


Flames formed pots and glass 
If glass shatters, it’s remade 
For breath crafted glass 
Pottery remains shattered 


For they were made with no breath 


Millstone donkey 


A donkey turning a millstone traveled a hundred miles. When it was released, it 
still found itself in the same place. Many people travel, but don't get anywhere. 
When evening came, they saw neither city nor village, nor anything created or 

natural, nor power nor angel. The wretches worked in vain. 


A millstone donkey 

Trotted for a hundred miles 

But she remained trapped 

So people travel but remain trapped 


They scream “All is vanity” 


Christ is spread out 


The Eucharist is Jesus, because in Syriac he's called "Pharisatha," that is, "the 
one who's spread out," because Jesus came to crucify the world. 


Communion is Christ 
Pharisatha is his name 

The one who’s spread out 
The light crucified the world 


And is nailed in every tree 


Seventy-two colours 


The Lord went into Levi's place of dyeing. He took seventy-two colors and threw 
them into the vat. He brought all of them out white and said, "That's the way the 
Son of Humanity has come [as] a dyer." 


Christ dyed them all white 
Those seventy-two colours 
He placed in the vat 

“This is why the bright dyer 


Has dropped into these waters” 


Christ’s shines on Mary 


The Wisdom who is called "the barren" is the Mother [of the angels] and [the] 
companion of the [... Mary] Magdalene [... loved her] more than the disciples [... 
he] kissed her on her [... many] times. The rest of [...] [...] they said to him, "Why 
do you love her more than all of us?" The Savior said to them in reply, "Why 
don't | love you like her? When a person who's blind and one who sees are both 
in the dark, they're no different from one another. When the light comes, the one 
who sees will see the light, and the one who's blind will remain in the dark." 


She received Christ’s lips 
Christ loved Mary more than all 
He said to them all 

“My love does not shine on you 


Since you’re the same as the blind” 


Living before life 


The Lord said, "Blessed is the one who exists before existing, because they who 
exist did exist, and will exist." 


The first-born proclaimed 

“Holy are those ones who were 
Before they now live 

For those who live have once lived 


Will live in rest and movement 


Adam’s transcendence 


The superiority of humanity isn't revealed, but exists in what's hidden. So it 
(humanity) masters animals that are stronger, that are greater in terms of that 
which is revealed and that which is hidden. This allows them to survive; but if 
humanity separates from them (the animals), they kill, bite, and eat each other, 
because they didn't find food. But now they've found food because humanity has 
worked the earth. 


Mankind’s transcendence 
Remains concealed on this bridge 
Man thus rules the beasts 


Because man waters the soil 


Beasts are fed fruit through the light 


Going into unlit waters 


If someone goes down into the water and comes up without having receiving 
anything, and says, "I'm a Christian," they've borrowed the name at interest. But 
if they receive the Holy Spirit, they have the gift of the name. Whoever has 
received a gift doesn't have it taken away, but whoever has borrowed it at 
interest has to give it back. That's what it's like when someone comes into being 
in a mystery. 


If one bathes their flesh 

And says “I’m Christ’s possession” 
But rises with void 

They have the light at interest 
But with flames, light is their gift 


Marriage and its mirror 


[The] mystery of marriage [is] great, because [without] it the world would [not 
exist]; because [the] structure of [the world ...], but the structure [... the 
marriage]. Think about the [intimate ...] defiled, because it has [...] power. Its 
image exists in a [defilement]. 


Without the coupling 

Man could not reflect itself 
This bridge would not stand 
The pure coupling is holy 


But its mirror is broken 


Shattered phantoms 


The impure spirits take male and female [forms]. The males are those that are 
intimate with the souls which dwell in a female form, and the females are those 
that mingle with those in a male form through disobedience. No one will be able 
to escape being bound by them without receiving a male power and a female 
one - the groom and the bride - in the image of the bridal chamber. When the 
foolish females see a male sitting alone, they jump on him, play with him, and 


defile him. In the same way, when the foolish males see a beautiful female 
sitting alone, they seduce and coerce her, wanting to defile her. But if they see 
the husband and his wife sitting together, the females can't go inside the 
husband, nor the males inside the wife. That's what it's like when the image 
unites with the angel; no one will be able to dare to go inside the [male] or the 
female. 


The broken phantoms 

Can mirror males and females 
To desecrate both 

When icon unites with light 


Males and females remain pure 


Those who the bridge no longer bounds 


Whoever comes out of the world can no longer be bound because they were in 
the world. They're revealed to be above the desire of the [... and] fear. They're 
master over [...] they're better than envy. If [...] come, they (the powers) bind 
and choke [them]. How will [they] be able to escape the [great powers ...]? How 
will they be able to [...]? There are some who [say], "We're faithful," in order that 
[...] 66 [impure spirit] and demon, because if they had the Holy Spirit, no impure 
spirit would cling to them. Don't fear the flesh, nor love it. If you fear it, it'll 
master you; if you love it, it'll swallow and choke you. 


Those ones not bound here 

Are those who walked off this bridge 
For they all walked here 

Do not fear or love this shell 


Or it will choke and rule you 


The bridge, awakening, and middle 


Someone exists either in this world, or in the resurrection, or in the middle 
places. May | never be found there! There's both good and evil in this world. Its 
good things aren't good, and its evil things aren't evil. But there's an evil after 
this world which is truly evil: that which is called "the middle." It's death. While 
we're in this world, it's right for us to acquire the resurrection for ourselves, so 
that when we're stripped of the flesh we'll be found in the rest and not travel in 
the middle, because many stray on the way. 


There is the cold bridge 


The shining awakening 
And the gloomy middle 
We must shine with great splendour 


To avoid the wide middle 


Spirits’ movements on this bridge 


It's good to come out of the world before one sins. There are some who neither 
want to nor can, but others who, if they wanted to, (still) wouldn't benefit, 
because they didn't act. The wanting makes them sinners. But (even) if they 
don't want, justice will (still) be hidden from them. It's not the will, and it's not 
the act. 


Those trapped on this bridge 

Their spirits’ movements killed them 
Though their flesh were still 

But if their spirits were still 


Justice will still be obscured 


Sight of the palace in flames 


An apostle saw [in a] vision some people confined in a burning house, and bound 
with burning [...], thrown [...] of the burning [...] them in [...] and they said to 
them [... able] to be saved [...] they didn't want to, and they received [...] 
punishment, which is called 67 "the [outer] darkness," because it [...]. 


A servant of man 

Saw a burning great palace 
With men trapped within 

They could have tasted clean air 


But they chose the sunless flames 


Soul and spirit from brightness and clearness 


The soul and the spirit came into being from water and fire. The offspring of the 
bridal chamber was from water and fire and light. The fire is the chrism, the light 


is the fire. I'm not talking about that formless fire, but of the other one whose 
form is white, which is bright and beautiful, and which gives beauty. 


Spirit and soul were born 

From white flames and clear water 
Oil and light are flames 

Those born of the bride’s chamber 


Was born from flames, light and tears 


Light’s reflection 


Truth didn't come into the world naked, but it came in types and images. It (the 
world) won't receive it in any other way. There's a rebirth, and an image of 
rebirth. It's truly necessary to be begotten again through the image. What's the 
resurrection and the image? Through the image it's necessary for it to arise. The 
bridal chamber and the image? Through the image it's necessary for them to 
enter the truth, which is the restoration. It's not only necessary for those who 
acquire the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, but they too 
have been acquired for you. If someone doesn't acquire them, the name will also 
be taken from them. But they're received in the chrism of the [...] of the power of 
the cross. The apostles called this "[the] right and the left," because this person 
is no longer a [Christian], but a Christ. 


The light’s reflection 

Came in countless clothes and masks 
That we may see him 

We see light through its mirror 


Through the cross, we become light 


No above, no below 


The Lord [did] everything in a mystery: a baptism, a chrism, a Eucharist, a 
redemption, a bridal chamber [...] he [said], "| came to make [the below] like the 
[above and the outside] like the [inside, and to unite] them in the place." [...] 
here through [types ...] Those who say, "[...] there's one above [...," they're 
wrong, because] what's revealed 68 is that [...], that [which] is called "what's 
below," and what's hidden is to it what's above it, because it's good, and they 
say "inside and what's outside and what's outside the outside." So the Lord 
called destruction "the outer darkness." There's nothing outside it. 


There is no above 


Light unveiled the mystery 
There is no below 
To unite earth and heaven 


The light called death the cold void 


The sun who’s hidden 


He said, "My Father who's hidden." He said, "Enter your closet, shut the door 
behind you, and pray to your Father who's hidden," that is, the one who's within 
all of them. But the one who's within all of them is the fullness. Beyond that, 
there's nothing else within. This is what's called "that which is above them." 


The sun who’s hidden 

Enter your room, shut the door 
And pray to the veiled 

This is the sun within all 


This is the bright Pleroma 


Light our guide 


Before Christ, some came from where they were no longer able to enter, and 
they went where they were no longer able to come out. Then Christ came. He 
brought out those who entered, and brought in those who went out. 


Before the light came 

We could not find our way back 
And we were bound here 

He brought us out of this bridge 


He brought us to our good home 


Eve was in Man 


When Eve was [in] Adam, death didn't exist. When she separated from him, 
death came into being. If he [enters] again and receives it for himself, there will 
be no death. 


There was no cold void 

When the warm mother of life 
Was in man himself 

Void was born when they split up 


There is life when they combine 


Division at the cross 


"[My] God, my God, why, Lord, [have] you forsaken me?" He said this on the 
cross, because he was divided in that place. 


“My God, my Father 

Why have you forsaken me?” 
He said nailed up high 

He said this since Christ left him 


He said this since life left him 


Light reborn and deathless 


[...] that he was begotten through that which [...] from God. The [...] from the 
dead [...] exists, but [...] he's perfect [...] of flesh, but this [...] is true flesh [...] 
isn't true, [but ...] image of the true. 


The light rose from void 

He was born from the deathless 
He rose newly made 

His flesh is true and deathless 


Our flesh are mirrors of it 


Chamber for the stainless 


A bridal chamber isn't for the animals, nor for the slaves, nor for the impure, but 
it's for free people and virgins. 


The bridal chamber 

No animals can enter 

Nor slaves of their flesh 

Nor those stained by the cosmos 


It is for the free and clean 


Two crowns from light 


We're begotten again through the Holy Spirit, but we're begotten through Christ 
by two things. We're anointed through the Spirit. When we were begotten, we 
were united. 


We are born through flames 

But light makes us with two crowns 
Crowns of bright clearness 

We are crowned by white fire 


We are one kingdom through birth 


Light and tears for sight 


Without light, no one can see themselves in water or in a mirror; nor again will 
you be able to see in light without water or mirror. Because of this, it's necessary 
to baptize in both: in the light and in the water, but the light is the chrism. 


No sight can be grasped 
Without both light and water 
No vision will come 

We must go in wisdom’s tears 


We must be crowned by Christ’s crown 


Houses of the vision of peace 


There were three houses of offering in Jerusalem. The one which opens to the 
west is called "the Holy." The other one, which opens to the south, is called "the 


Holy of the Holy." The third, which opens to the east, is called "the Holy of the 
Holies," the place where the high priest enters alone. Baptism is "the Holy" 
house. [Redemption] is "the Holy of the Holy." "The [Holy] of the Holies" is the 
bridal chamber. The [baptism] includes the resurrection [with] the redemption. 
The redemption is in the bridal chamber. But [the] bridal chamber is better than 
[...] You won't find its [...] those who pray [...] Jerusalem. [...] Jerusalem who [... 
Jerusalem], being seen [...] these that are called "[the Holies] of the Holies" [... 
the] veil torn [...] bridal chamber except the image [... which] 70 [is above. So] 
its veil was torn from top to bottom, because it was necessary for some from 
below to go up above. 


Baptism is bright 

The bride’s room is the brightest 
Freedom shines brightly 

This was why the veil was torn 


To shine from top to bottom 


Clothed in light 


The powers can't see those who have put on the perfect light, and they can't 
bind them. But one will put on that light in the mystery of the union. 


The craftsmen and kings 

Cannot see those who wear light 
For their eyes are void 

The craftsmen can’t nail them down 


The bride’s chamber lights and lifts 


Remarriage of life 


If the female wouldn't have been separated from the male, she wouldn't have 
died with the male. His separation was the beginning of death. Because of this, 
Christ came to repair the separation that existed since the beginning by uniting 
the two again. He'll give life to those who died as a result of the separation by 
uniting them. Now, the wife unites with her husband in the bridal chamber, and 
those who have united in the bridal chamber won't be separated any longer. 
Because of this, Eve separated from Adam, because she didn't unite with him in 
the bridal chamber. 


If the life mother 

Had not been spliced from her man 
Both would not have died 

The bride’s chamber unites them 


For light guides us to the room 


Man was greater than kings 


It was through a breath that Adam's soul came into being. Its partner was the 
spirit. That which was given to him was his mother. His soul was [taken] and he 
was given [life] (Eve) in its place. When he was united [...] words that were 
better than the powers, and they envied him [...] spiritual partner [...] hidden [...] 
that is, the [...] themselves [...] bridal chamber so that [...] [...] 


Breath brought forth man’s soul 

Life became the soul’s partner 

And the head of man 

Man spoke words greater than kings 


Jealous, they beheaded man 


Light rose in the Jordan river 


Jesus appeared [... the] Jordan, the [fullness of the kingdom] of heaven. He who 
[was begotten] before everything was begotten again. He [who was anointed] 
first was anointed again. He who was redeemed, redeemed again. 


Light lit the Jordan 

It shone as the light garden 
As the Pleroma 

The light was the first to rise 


He rose again, crowned again 


Born from the virgin and sun 


If it's necessary to speak of a mystery: the Father of everything united with the 
virgin who came down, and a fire enlightened him on that day. He revealed the 
great bridal chamber, so his body came into being on that day. He came out of 
the bridal chamber like the one who came into being from the groom and the 


bride. That's the way Jesus established everything within himself. It's also 
necessary for each of the disciples to enter into his rest through these things. 


Sun and maid birthed light 

Light unveiled the bride’s chamber 
His flesh was born there 

He was born in unity 


We must be reborn like this 


Two virgins birthed Adam 


Adam came into being from two virgins: from the Spirit and from the virgin earth. 
So Christ was begotten from a virgin, to rectify the fall that occurred in the 
beginning. 


Spirit and pure earth 

Gave birth to the first Adam 

In contrast to light 

Light was born from one virgin 


To mend the first fall of man 


Two trees for Adam 


There are two trees growing in Paradise. One begets [animals], the other begets 
humans. Adam [ate] from the tree that begot animals, [and he] became an 
animal, and he begot [animals]. So Adam's children worship the [animals]. The 
tree [...] is fruit [...] this they [...] ate the [...] fruit of the [...] beget humans [...] 
of the human of [...] God makes the human, [... humans] make [God]. 72 That's 
what it's like in the world: humans make gods and worship their creation. It 
would be better for the gods to worship humans! 


Two trees grew on earth 

The fruit were beasts or mankind 
Man ate the beast’s fruit 

So man made gods to worship 


For he became a blind beast 


Works of Adam 


The truth is that the work of humankind comes from their power, so they're 
called "the powers." Their works are their children, who come into being through 
rest; so their power exists in their works, but the rest is revealed in their 
children. And you'll find that this extends to the image. And this is the person in 
the image: they do their works through their power, but they beget their children 
through rest. 


Man crafts many works 

Through their own power and mind 
These are their children 

Like the one in an icon 


Their might and rest makes their works 


Slaves and the free 


In this world, the slaves work for the free. In the kingdom of heaven, the free will 
serve the slaves. The children of the bridal chamber will serve the children of the 
[marriage. The] children of the bridal chamber have a [single] name: "Rest." 
[Being] together they don't need to take form, [because they have] 
contemplation [...] they're many [...] with those who are in the [...] the glories of 
the [...] 


Here, slaves serve the free 

In the garden, free serve slaves 
The first will be last 

The bride’s chamber has children 


They serve the guests of marriage 


The Jordan waters cleansed 


not [...] them [...] go down to the [water ...] they'll redeem themselves [...] that 
is, those who have [...] in his name, because he said: "[That's the way] we'll fulfill 
73 all righteousness." 


The light had to set 


In the dark Jordan waters 


To purify them 
Those baptised in this bright light 


Are reborn pure and righteous 


Reborn after rest or now 


Those who Say that they'll die first and (then) they'll rise are wrong. If they don't 
first receive the resurrection while they're living, they won't receive anything 
when they die. It's the same when they talk about baptism and they say 
"Baptism is a great thing," because those who receive it will live. 


Many blindly say 

“We will die first, and then rise 
Light will mother us” 

If they are not reborn now 


Void will be their mother at death 


Joseph and his cursed tree 


Philip the apostle said, "Joseph the carpenter planted a garden because he 
needed wood for his trade. It was he who made the cross from the trees he 
planted, and his offspring hung from what he planted. His offspring was Jesus, 
and the plant was the cross." But the Tree of Life is in the middle of Paradise, 
and from the olive tree came the chrism, and from that the resurrection. 


Joseph grew gardens 

He grew and collected wood 
And made the cursed cross 
The Tree of Life witnessed this 


Its fruit are flames and awareness 


The dead devoured 


This world eats corpses. All that are eaten in it die also. Truth eats life, so no one 
nourished by [Truth] will die. Jesus came from that place, he brought food from 
there, and to those who wanted, he gave them [to eat, so that] they won't die. 


This bridge eats the dead 


Those eaten taste death and void 
Truth devours life 
Those who eat truth will have life 


So light came to bring this food 


Tree of knowledge and law 


[God ...] a Paradise, [human ...] Paradise, there are [...] and [...] of God [...] those 
in [it ...] | wish that [Paradise ...] they'll say to me, "[... eat] this," or "don't eat 
[that ...] wish." The tree of knowledge is the place where I'll eat everything. It 
killed Adam, but here it makes humanity live. The Law was the tree. It has the 
power to give the knowledge of good and evil. It neither kept them from evil nor 
placed them in the good, but it created death for those who ate from it; because 
when it said, "Eat this, don't eat that," it became the beginning of death. 


Man ate from the tree 

The knowledge tree that gives life 
The law was the tree 

Without light, its fruit brought void 
“Do this, don’t do that” is death 


Light anoints us 


The chrism is better than baptism, since we're called "Christians" because of the 
chrism, not because of baptism. And it was because of the chrism that Christ was 
named, because the Father anointed the Son, and the Son anointed the apostles, 
and the apostles anointed us. Whoever is anointed has everything: the 
resurrection, the light, the cross, the Holy Spirit. The Father gave this to him in 
the bridal chamber, and he received it. The Father was in the Son and the Son in 
the Father. This is [the kingdom] of heaven. 


Chrism gives the all 

Since we shine as Christ’s treasure 
Unlike baptism 

The sun anointed the light 


Light anoints us all also 


Laughing to the gardens 


The Lord said [it] well: "Some went to the kingdom of heaven laughing and they 
came out [...] a Christian [...] and as soon as [... went down] into the water and 
he [...] everything about [...] it's [a] game, [but ... disregard] this [...] to the 
kingdom of [heaven ...] if they disregard [...] and if they scorn it as a game, [... 
out] laughing. It's the same way with the bread and the cup and the oil, though 
there's one better than these. 


Light anointed said 

“Some went to gardens laughing” 
“They are Christ’s treasure 

“They are ones who were baptised 


They laugh because their shells” 


Bridge made in error 


The world came into being through a transgression, because the one who 
created it wanted to create it imperishable and immortal. He fell away and didn't 
get what he wanted, because the world wasn't imperishable, and the one who 
created it wasn't imperishable; because things aren't imperishable, but rather 
children. Nothing will be able to receive imperishability without becoming a child. 
But whoever can't receive, how much more will they be unable to give? 


Saklas made this bridge 

The bridge was made through error 
For it was broken 

He wanted it eternal 


Only children are endless 


Wine of purple and purity 


The cup of prayer has wine and water, since it's laid down as the type of the 
blood over which they give thanks. It fills with the Holy Spirit, and it belongs to 
the completely perfect human. Whenever we drink this, we'll receive the perfect 
human. The living water is a body. It's necessary for us to put on the living 
human. So coming down to the water, they strip themselves so that they'll put 
on that one. 


The cup of prayer has 


Clear water and purple wine 


It is living blood 
Fire fills the cup offered 


We are offered the pure man 


One gives birth to another 


A horse begets a horse, a human begets a human, and a god begets god. It's the 
same way with [the groom] and [brides too]. They [come into being] from the 
[...] No Jew [...] from [...] exists and [...] from the Jews [...] the Christians [...] 
called these [...] "the chosen race of [...]" and "the true human" and "the Son of 
the Human" and "the seed of the Son of the Human." This true race is known in 
the world. These are the places where the children of the bridal chamber exist. 


Light gives birth to light 

A beast gives birth to a beast 
Man gives birth to man 

The bridal chamber of light 


Gives birth to the chosen seed 


Marriage here and above 


In this world, union is between male and female, the place of power and 
weakness; in the (eternal) age, the union is like something else, but we refer to 
them by the same names. There are other names, however, that are above 
every name that's named, and they're better than the strong, because where 
there's force, there are those who are even more powerful. They're not (two) 
different things, but they're both the same thing. This is what won't be able to 
come down upon the fleshly heart. 


On this bridge marriage 

Is between men and women 
But in the garden 

Marriage is unlike marriage 


Its name is greater than sounds 


Know the soul pearl within 


Isn't it necessary for everyone who has everything to know themselves 
completely? Some who don't know themselves won't be able to enjoy what they 
have, but those who've come to understand themselves will enjoy them. 


To know all of all 

We must understand ourselves 
The sole pearl within 

If not, the sea will drown us 


If yes, we’ll swim in this sea 


Light blinds dark beasts 


Not only won't they be able to bind the perfect human, they won't be able to see 
them (the perfect human), because if they see them they'll bind them. There's 
no other way for someone to acquire this grace for themselves [except by] 
putting on the perfect light [and] becoming the perfect [light. Whoever has put it 
on] themselves will go [...] this is the perfect [...] for us to become [...] before we 
came to [...] whoever receives everything [...] these places, they'll be able to [...] 
that place, but they'll [... the middle] as incomplete. Only Jesus knows the end of 
this one. 


The perfect human 

The proud craftsmen cannot bind 
For light blinds darkness 

Man saw light and became light 


Only Christ knows the dark’s fate 


An angel is fullness of light 


The holy man (priest) is completely holy, down to his (very) body, because if he 
receives the bread he'll make it holy, or the cup, or anything else that he takes 
and purifies. Why won't he purify the body too? 


A man of light is light 

The fullness of man is light 

Even his cold flesh 

If he makes bread and wine light 


So too will his flesh be light 


Coldness banished from baptism 


As Jesus perfected the water of baptism, that's the way he poured out death. So 
we go down into the water, but we don't go down into death, so that we won't be 
poured out into the spirit of the world. When it blows, the winter comes. When 
the Holy Spirit breathes, the summer comes. 


Christ banished cold void 

Through brightening baptism 

So void won’t drown us 

When this bridge breathes, coldness comes 


When fire breathes, summer comes 


Free to join our mother we long for 


Whoever knows the truth is a free person, and the free person doesn't sin, 
because "whoever sins is the slave of sin." Truth is the Mother, but knowledge is 
the joining. Those who aren't given to sin are called "free" by the world. These 
who aren't given to sin are made proud by the knowledge of the truth. That's 
what makes them free and exalts them over everything. But "love builds up," 
and whoever has been made free through knowledge is a slave because of love 
for those who aren't yet able to attain [the] freedom of knowledge, [but] 
knowledge makes them able [to] become free. Love [...] anything its own [...] it 
[...] its own. It never [says "..."] or "this is mine," [but "...] are yours." 


We are free from sin 

Those who met truth are now free 
From the slave master 

Gnosis shows truth our mother 


We are now servants of love 


Fragrant wine 


Spiritual love is wine with fragrance. All those who will anoint themselves with it 
enjoy it. While those who are anointed stay around, those who are nearby also 
enjoy it. If those who are anointed with ointment leave them and go, those who 
aren't anointed but are only nearby remain in their stench. The Samaritan didn't 
give anything to the wounded man except wine with oil. It wasn't anything but 
the ointment, and it healed the wounds, because "love covers a multitude of 
sins." 


Love is fragrant wine 


We love it when it waters us 
Those nearby feel it 
A stranger gave wine to us 


Love washes away all sins 


Fruit from either love or lust 


The children to whom a woman gives birth will look like the man she loves. If it's 
her husband, they look like her husband; if it's an adulterer, they look like the 
adulterer. Often, if a woman sleeps with her husband because she has to, but her 
heart is with the adulterer with whom she is intimate and she bears a child, the 
child she bears looks like the adulterer. But you who exist with the Son of God, 
don't love the world; rather, love the Lord, so that those you'll beget may not 
come to look like the world, but will come to look like the Lord. 


If a wife loves her man 

Her children will look like him 
Same with a cheater 

If you live in the sun’s light 


Your fruit will be light, not earth 


Nature of belonging 


The humans unites with the human, the horse unites with the horse, the donkey 
unites with the donkey. Species unite [with] similar species. That's what it's like 
when spirit unites with spirit, the [Word] is intimate with the Word, [and light is] 
intimate [with light. If you] become human, [it's the human who will] love you. If 
you become [spirit], it's the Spirit who will unite with you. [If] you become Word, 
it's the Word that 79 will unite with you. If [you] become light, it's the light which 
will be intimate with you. If you become one of those from above, those from 
above will rest upon you. If you become horse or donkey or calf or dog or sheep 
or any other of the animals which are outside or below, neither human nor spirit 
nor Word nor light nor those from above nor those inside will be able to love you. 
They won't be able to rest within you, and you'll have no part in them. 


Light loves rays of light 
Mankind loves and lusts for man 
Blind beasts lust for beasts 

If you become a blind beast 


Light, mind and man can’t love you 


Freedom of warmth from cold iron 


Whoever is an unwilling slave will be able to be made free. Whoever has become 
free by the grace of their master and sold themselves (back) into slavery won't 
be able to be made free any longer. 


A slave can taste warmth 

If their spirit loves freedom 
Rather than their king 

But if freed, and lusts for flesh 


They can’t taste freedom again 


Fourfold tool for farming 


The world is farmed through four things. They gather into barns through water, 
earth, wind, and light. And in the same way, God farms through four things too: 
through faith, hope, love, and knowledge. Our earth is the faith in which we're 
rooted. [And] the [water] is the hope through which [we're] nourished. The wind 
is the love through which we grow. And the light [is] the knowledge through 
which we [ripen]. Grace exists in [four kinds. It's] earthly, it's [heavenly, ...] the 
heaven of the heaven [...] through [....] 


The free sun of warmth 

Farms through four great elements 
Faith, hope, love, gnosis 

Faith is earth, gnosis is light 


Hope is wisdom’s tears, love blows 


Being movement and harmless 


Blessed is the one who hasn't [...] a soul. This one is Jesus Christ. He went all 
over the place and didn't burden anyone. So, blessed is someone like this; 
they're a perfect person, because the Word tells us about how hard it is to keep 
up. How will we be able to achieve such a great thing? How will he give rest to 
everyone? First and foremost, it's not right to cause anyone grief - whether great 
or small, or faithless or faithful - and then give rest to those who are (already) at 
rest among those who are well off. There are some who benefit from giving rest 
to the one who's well off. Whoever does good can't give rest to them because 
they can't just do whatever they want; they can't cause grief because they can't 
cause distress, but sometimes the one who's well off causes them grief. They're 
not like that, but it's their (own) evil that causes them grief. Whoever has the 


nature (of the perfect person) gives joy to the one who's good, but some grieve 
terribly at this. 


Holy is Jesus 

Who has pained not one small life 
Though he gave up his 

Good are those follow this 


Giving rest to life in pain 


An owner with food 


A householder acquired everything, whether child or slave or cattle or dog or pig 
or wheat [or] barley or straw or hay or [...] or meat and acorn. [But they're] wise 
and understand what to feed each [one]. To the children they served bread [...] 
but [... the] slaves they served [...], and to the cattle [they threw barley] and 
straw and hay. To [the] dogs they threw bones [and] to [the pigs] they threw 
acorns 81 and slops. That's what it's like with the disciple of God. If they're wise, 
they understand what it means to be a disciple. The bodily forms won't deceive 
them, but they'll look at the condition of the soul of each one and speak with 
them. There are many animals in the world that are made in human form. They 
(the disciple) recognizes them. To the pigs they'll throw acorns, but to the cattle 
they'll throw barley with straw and hay. To the dogs they'll throw bones, to the 
Slaves they'll give the appetizer, and to the children they'll give the perfect 
(food). 


The holy owner 

Has children, servants, and dogs 
And feeds them all food 

Bones for dogs, bread for servants 


Wine and fruit for the children 


Crafting and begetting 


There's the Son of Humanity, and there's the son of the Son of Humanity. The 
Lord is the Son of Humanity, and the son of the Son of Humanity is the one who 
creates through the Son of Humanity. The Son of Humanity received from God 
the ability to create. He (also) has the ability to beget. The one who received the 
ability to create is a creature; the one who received the ability to beget is 
begotten. The one who creates can't beget; the one who begets can create. They 
say, "The one who creates, begets." But what they beget is a creature. [So] their 
begotten aren't their children, but they're [...]. The one who creates works 
[publicly], and are themselves [revealed]. The one who begets, begets [secretly], 


and they're hidden [...] the image. [Again], the one who [creates, creates] 
publicly, but the one who begets, [begets] children secretly. 


Giving birth is veiled 

A creator can’t beget 
Crafting is unveiled 

A begetter cannot craft 


Sun’s light can beget and craft 


Marriage veiled in daytime 


No [one will be able to] know [when the husband] and the wife are intimate with 
each other, except they themselves, because the marriage of the world is a 
mystery for those who have married. If the defiled marriage is hidden, how much 
more is the undefiled marriage a true mystery! It's not fleshly, but pure. It isn't of 
desire, but of the will. It isn't of the darkness or the night, but it's of the day and 
the light. If a marriage is stripped naked, it becomes pornography - not only if 
the bride receives the seed of another man, but even if she leaves the chamber 
and is seen, she commits adultery. Let her reveal herself to her father, her 
mother, the best man, and the groom's children. They're allowed to enter the 
bridal chamber every day. But let the others yearn just to hear her voice and 
enjoy her perfume, and, like dogs, let them eat the crumbs that fall from the 
table. Grooms and brides belong to the bridal chamber. No one will be able to 
see the groom and the bride unless [they become] such. 


Confirmation is veiled 

Only the bride and groom see 
Marriage is hidden 

Pure, daytime marriage more so 


Those with faith can only hear 


Abraham and flesh 


When Abraham [...] to see what he was going to see, [he] circumcised the flesh 
of the foreskin, [telling] us that it's necessary to destroy the flesh. 


Father of many 
Circumcised the foreskin’s flesh 


When he heard daytime 


He did this to unveil truth 
Which is cutting flesh from light 


Insides of earthly life and death 


[Most (things)] of [the] world can stand up and live as long as their [insides are 
hidden. If they're revealed], they die, as [illustrated] by the visible human. [As 
long as] the human's guts are hidden, the human is alive. If their guts are 
exposed and come out of them, the human will die. It's the same way with the 
tree. While its root is hidden, it blossoms and grows. If its root is exposed, the 
tree dries up. That's what it's like with everything that's born in the world, not 
only the revealed, but also the hidden; because as long as the root of evil is 
hidden, it's strong. But if it's recognized, it dissolves, and if it's revealed, it dies. 
So the Word says, "Already the axe is laid at the root of the trees." It won't (just) 
cut, (because) that which will be cut blossoms again. Rather, the axe digs down 
into the ground until it brings up the root. Jesus plucked out the root completely, 
but others did so partially. As for us, let every one of us dig down to the root of 
the evil within and pluck it out from its root in us. It'll be uprooted if we recognize 
it. But if we don't recognize it, it takes root within us and bears its fruit in us. It 
masters us, and we're forced to serve it. It captures us so that we do what we do 
[not] want to; and we do [not] do what we want to. [It's] powerful because we 
haven't recognized it. It's active as long as [it exists]. 


We remain alive 

If our insides remain in 

So also with void 

Grab your axe and cut the heart 


The void’s heart of cold, dark blood 


Mother of all void 


[Ignorance] is the mother of [all evil]. Ignorance will cause [death, because] what 
exists from [ignorance] neither did exist nor [does exist], nor will they come into 
being [...] they'll be perfected when the whole truth is revealed, because the 
truth is like ignorance. When it's hidden, it rests within itself, but if it's revealed 
and recognized, it's glorified inasmuch as it's stronger than ignorance and error. 
It gives freedom. The Word says, "If you'll know the truth, the truth will make you 
free." Ignorance is slavery; knowledge is freedom. If we know the truth, we'll find 
the fruits of truth within us. If we unite with it, it'll receive our fullness. 


Night is the mother 


The mother of pain and void 


Its children are void 
Gnosis of truth is freedom 


From the cold shackles of night 


The weak and strong 


Now we have what's revealed of creation. We say, "Those who are strong are 
honorable, but those who are hidden are weak and scorned." That's what it's like 
with those who are revealed of the truth; they're weak and scorned, but the 
hidden are strong and honorable. But the mysteries of the truth are revealed in 
types and images. 


“The quiet are weak 

“The well-known are strong” we said 
Unveiled truth is weak 

Veiled truth is strong and holy 


Mysteries are in icons 


Liberation of light 


The chamber is hidden, however; it's the Holy in the Holy. At first, the veil 
concealed how God managed the creation, but when the veil is torn and what's 
inside is revealed, then this house will be left behind [like] a desert, or rather, 
will be [destroyed]. And all divinity will flee [from] these places, not into the 
Holies [of the] Holies, because it won't be able to unite with the pure [light] and 
the [flawless] fullness, [but] it'll come to be under the wings of the cross [and 
under] its arms. This ark will [become their] salvation when the flood 85 of water 
surges over them. If some belong to the priesthood, they'll be able to enter 
inside the veil with the high priest. So the veil wasn't torn only at the top, since it 
would've been open only to those at the top; nor was it torn only at the bottom, 
since it would've been revealed only to those at the bottom; but it was torn from 
the top to the bottom. Those at the top opened to us the bottom, so that we'll 
enter the secret of the truth. This truly is what's honorable, what's strong, but 
we'll enter there through scorned types and weaknesses. They're humbled in the 
presence of the perfect glory. There's glory that's better than glory; there's 
power that's better than power. So the perfect was opened to us with the secrets 
of the truth, and the Holies of the Holies were revealed, and the chamber invited 
us in. 


All light will be freed 
The cross’s wings will shield them 


An ark against seas 


Till they reach the bride’s chamber 


The veil’s been torn completely 


Sparks enslaved to pain 


As long as it's hidden, evil is inactive, but it hasn't been removed from among 
the Holy Spirit's seed. They're slaves of evil. But whenever it's revealed, then the 
perfect light will flow out upon everyone, and all of them who are in it will 
[receive the chrism]. Then the slaves will be made free and the captives will be 
redeemed. "[Every] plant [which] my Father who's in heaven [hasn't] planted 
[will be] uprooted." Those who are separated will unite [...] will be filled. 


Cold pain is sleeping 

As it remains undisclosed 

But it’s in flame’s sparks 

The sparks are slaves to cold pain 


But light will shine and free all 


Bridal chamber’s lamps 


Everyone who will [enter] the chamber will kindle their [lamp], because [it's] like 
the marriages which are [...] happen at night, the fire [...] 86 at night and is put 
out. But the mysteries of this marriage are fulfilled in the day and the light. 
Neither that day nor its light ever sets. 


Our lamps will shine 

For the bride’s room will light them 
With sparks and white flames 

This marriage is said in light 


The day where light never sets 


Children of light 


If anyone becomes a child of the bridal chamber, they'll receive the light. If 

anyone doesn't receive it while they're here, they won't be able to receive it in 
the other place. Whoever will receive that light won't be seen or bound, and no 
one will be able to trouble someone like this even while they dwell in the world. 
Moreover, when they leave the world, they've already received the Truth in the 
images. The world has become the (eternal) ages, because the (eternal) age is 


the fullness for them, and it's like this: it's revealed to them alone. It's not hidden 
in the darkness and the night, but it's hidden in a perfect day and a holy light. 


We will receive light 

When we’re born of the bride’s room 
The womb that frees us 

We must go in the womb here 


To be born in the timeless 


Translations of the Gospel of Thomas and The Gospel of Philip (not the tanka 
poetry) are by Mark M. Mattison, which are in the public domain. 


